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MONTEREY PUBLIC

LIBRARY

The Library is proud 
to announce the 
addition of English/
Spanish Bilingual 

Storytime to our lineup 
of programs for families 
with young children. Led 
by Bookmobile Services 
Coordinator Orquidea 
Olvera, Bilingual Storytime 
incorporates songs and 
stories in Spanish as well 
as English while teaching 
early literacy skills like letter 
recognition, vocabulary,  

Reference Librarian Victor Henry is 
retiring in January after 28 years of 
service to Monterey. Since 1990, 
Victor’s friendly face, unquenchable 

curiosity, and dedication to his work have made 
him a trusted source of information to decades 
of Monterey Public Library customers. Victor’s 
commitment to helping others has led to 
library participation in city projects to address 
the needs of veterans, the homeless, and 
adult literacy students. A poet, film aficionado, 
and true life-long learner, Victor has brought 
enthusiasm and creativity to the library every 
day. He will be missed, but we are eager to see 
what his next projects will bring.
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FAREWELL, VICTOR!

and an understanding of how narrative works. Through storytime, the  
library celebrates Spanish speakers and gives children who are new to the 
language some early exposure. Bilingual Storytime meets the first and third 
Thursday of each month at 10:30 am in the Library’s Community Room. 
Todos son bienvenidos.



DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

We are making plans. 
We are studying 
how to improve the 
Library building, 

and how to make our programs 
and services more relevant and 
responsive. We can’t do it alone.  
In fact, we can’t do it without you. 
In order to set priorities we need 
to know your aspirations. MPL is 
scheduling a series of kitchen-
table-style conversations across 
the community based on training 
we received from the Harwood 
Institute for Public Innovation.  
Staff want to know:

1. What kind of community do
you want to live in?

2. Why is that important to you?

3. How is that different from
how you see things now?

4. What are some things that
need to happen to create
that kind of change?

Your voice will help guide the 
Library’s future, and strengthen 
our community as well.

—Inga Waite, Library Director

Learn a new language or continue to master one that you have started 
by using Transparent Language’s interactive program. This service can 
be accessed for free with your library card and offers more than 100 
online language courses including ESL, with pronunciation, speech, 

grammar, writing and vocabulary-building lessons. Write or speak answers 
and converse with native speakers though interactive videos. iOS and 
Android apps available (download and enter your card # when prompted) or 
use the link on our website.

TRANSPARENT LANGUAGE

In December 
2018 the 
City Council 
selected Group 

4 Architecture, 
Research + 
Planning, Inc. to 
conduct a library 
facility feasibility 
study. The study 
will determine 
options and costs 
for renovating 

and expanding the library to address deferred capital maintenance - 
plumbing, electrical, elevator - and to support modern library service. The 
aging, popular facility is overcrowded. The California History Room lacks 
sufficient capacity for collections, and the number of teens who rely on 
the library after school, far exceeds the space to accommodate them. 
Group 4 has decades of experience working with communities to plan, 
design, and successfully implement library renovation projects. The study 
will lay the groundwork for revitalizing our well-loved building.

CITY LAUNCHES LIBRARY STUDY

mailto:waite@monterey.org
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JACK ERICKSON ON INDIE PUBLISHING
Sunday, March 31, 2 –3:30 pm

Publishing is going through the greatest
revolution since Guttenberg. Hear 

author and indie publisher Erickson discuss 
how the Internet is changing how we 
read, write, and sell books. Jack Erickson’s 
third volume in his Millan thriller series, 

“Vesuvius Nights,” was released in December 2018. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Friends are looking for volunteers to help with
Book Sales. Meet every Wednesday at the Library 

from 1–3 to sort books. For information, contact Inga 
Waite, Library Director at (831) 646-5602.

SUPPORT SUMMER READING

Help engage kids through the 
2019 Summer Reading Program

IT’S SHOWTIME at YOUR LIBRARY

DONATE 
November 8–December 31, 2018

with matching funds through

VISIT
montereycountygives.com

select Friends of the 
Monterey Public Library

CALL (831) 646-5602
for details on making a matching gift

Summer reading
not only exercises

the mind it can help
students avoid  

weeks of learning 
loss during 
the summer

school break.

Help build school
success one summer

reader at a time.

SUPPORT SUMMER READING

FRIENDS’ BUSINESS MEMBER

Shelley Bennett • Shelley Bennett Skincare
588 Houston Street, Monterey, CA 93940

831.324.4611 • shelleyskin.com • shelley@shelleyskin.com

“Thank you to the MPL 
for being such a wonderful 

source of guidance and 
support for my family over 

so many years.”

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2019
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM

MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
625 PACIFIC STREET, MONTEREY 

FRIENDS OF THE MONTEREY PUBLIC L IBRARY

SAVE THE DATE

Raise a glass and toast to an entertaining evening 
of chocolate and wine for a great cause!

Silent Auction 
Chocolate Fountain Molé

Cakes ~ Balloon Pop
Beer Garden ~ and more!

TICKETS $40 / $45 door
for tickets and information 

visit
mplfriends.com

All proceeds benefit the Monterey Public Library
MPL Friends is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit. Tax ID #91-1976593

14th

AnnuAl

https://www.montereycountygives.com/nonprofit/friends-of-the-monterey-public-library/
https://www.mplfriends.com/
mailto:waite@monterey.org
mailto:waite@monterey.org


In March, 2011, the family of photographer Rey 
Ruppel generously donated his extensive photo 
collection of over 10,000 photo prints and negatives 
to the Library’s California History Room and Archives. 

Rey (Reynold) Ruppel was a major photographer of the 
Monterey Peninsula in the 1940s through the mid-1960s. 
His images are a treasure trove of Monterey history. For 
the past eight years, volunteers have worked tirelessly 
preparing the collection for the public to use.

Born in 1914, Ruppel developed an early love of 
photography and travel. As soon as he finished high 
school, he began to photograph his adventures and 
travels during the Great Depression, hitchhiking, 
driving, and jumping trains from Coast to Coast.  
Ruppel arrived in Monterey in 1935 where, within 
three years, he was working with Monterey panoramic 
photographer A. C. Heidrick, and fulfilling his dream 

of studying with an innovative photographer.  Ruppel’s 
reputation as an accomplished photographer quickly grew 
as he documented our scenic land and seascapes, fishing 
industry, and celebrity and major events from Monterey to 
San Francisco. Besides Ruppel’s photographic legacy, the 
collection features many Heidrick original prints  
and negatives.

To process a photo collection of this magnitude requires an 
incalculable number of work hours. The project is nearing 
completion thanks to a team of highly skilled volunteers 

which includes 
Barbara 
Furbush, 
Joan Jeffers 
McCleary, and 
Chase Weaver. 
John Castagna 
has volunteered 
his time to scan 
the collection so that digital images will also be available.  The Library is 
deeply grateful to our volunteers for undertaking this laborious project 
which will protect and make accessible this valuable local photographic 
collection and contribute immeasurably to the Library’s vital role in 
preserving our community memory.  

For more information contact Museum, Cultural Arts and Archives 
Manager Dennis Copeland at (831) 646-3741 or email Copeland@
monterey.org.

HISTORY LIVES AT THE LIBRARY

REY RUPPEL PHOTOGRAPHS ADDED TO ARCHIVES

History Volunteer Joan Jeffers McCleary

History Volunteer Chase Weaver

Monterey Centennial Celebration, 1949 (Rey Ruppel photo; R-716-6)

mailto:copeland@monterey.org
mailto:copeland@monterey.org


Tax Reform for Small Businesses 
Monday, January 7, 2019 • 6:30–7:30 pm

A workshop to discuss the effects of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act (TCJA) from December 2017.  Special attention will be 
given to the many ways the new tax laws will affect small 
businesses tax reporting requirements. 

Tax Reform for Individuals 
and  Trusts 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 • 6:30–7:30 pm
A workshop to discuss the effects of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act (TCJA) from December 2017.  Special attention will be 
given to individuals & trusts and the many ways the new tax 
laws will affect the tax reporting requirements of individuals 
& trusts.

Presented by Hayashi Wayland 
Kris Toscano, CPA, Partner • Carol Kolb, CPA, MST, Director 

Martha Gustavson, CPA, Supervisor

Planning Ahead for Medicare 
and Social Security 

Wednesday, January 16, 2019 • 6:30–7:30 pm
Most people come to depend on Medicare and Social 
Security for health care and a portion of their income.  
Learn about the in’s and out’s of these complex and 
confusing programs from an expert.

Presented by Robert M. Petty, PhD T  he Monterey Public 
Library (MPL) Legacy 
Society is a community of 

supporters who have provided 
for MPL in their estate plans 
or through a life-income gift. 
Becoming a member of the 
MPL Legacy Society is easy. For 
more information contact Sirie 
Thongchua at (831) 646-5632 
or thongchu@monterey.org.

The beginning of the year is a perfect time to get your 
financial house in order and begin planning for the 
upcoming year and your future.  As financial planning 

is a lifelong process, we have developed a 12 Month 
Financial Fitness Plan to simplify the process and help you 
get your financial house in order.

Staying organized and planning wisely are keys to financial 
success. Short of winning the lottery or inheriting millions, 
few people attain and maintain financial success and security 
without forethought, a strategy, and ongoing management. 
Learn this simple process to make better everyday money 
decisions so you have the best chance of watching your 
personal and family dreams become a reality.

Download complimentary copies of the 12 Month  
Financial Fitness Calendar and The Personal Finance 
Publication Set at the Library’s website:  
monterey.org/library/Events/Financial-Awareness-Workshops

Endowment Fund
MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY

MPL ENDOWMENT FUND  MONTEREYLIBRARYFOREVER.ORG

Monterey Public Library Community Room

Adults are invited to attend. Admission is free. 
Reservations required. 

Call (831) 646-5632 or email thongchu@monterey.org

Videos and handouts from the October 2018 Series of  
Financial Awareness Workshops are available at the Library’s website: 

monterey.org/library/Events/Financial-Awareness-Workshops

12 MONTH FINANCIAL 
FITNESS CALENDAR 
by Valentino Sabuco, Executive Director, 
The Financial Awareness Foundation

David and Maryanne Spradling, Legacy 
Society & 1849 Society Members

PLANNING for the FUTURE

Wishing you success and  
a Happy New Year,

Valentino Sabuco, Executive Director
The Financial Awareness Foundation
thefinancialawarenessfoundation.org 

The Monterey Public Library Endowment Committee 
and the Friends of the Library present

LEGACY SOCIETY

https://www.monterey.org/library/Events/Financial-Awareness-Workshops
http://www.montereylibraryforever.org/
https://www.monterey.org/library/Events/Financial-Awareness-Workshops


Coming upMONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY

 CALIFORNIA’S FIRST PUBLIC LIBRARY                                JANUARY–MARCH                  2019

Paws to Read
Monday, January 14, 3:30 – 4:30 pm

Spend time 
reading to 
a certified 
therapy dog. 
Participants 
sign up for 

10 minute sessions. Space available 
on a first come first serve basis. 
Kindergarten and up.

Medical Cannabis:  
Review and Update   
Monday, January 14, 6:00 – 7:30 pm 

Lecture  
with David 
Dansky, MD
Reservations 
required.  
(831) 646-5632

Predators and Prey
Tuesday, January 22, 3:30 – 5:00 pm
2nd–5th graders learn about 
predators and prey in a special 
program led by the Pacific Grove 
Natural History Museum.  
Registration required.

Winter Reading Program
January 28 – March 9

Children and 
families are 
invited to 
snuggle up with 
your favorite 
book, keep track 
of your reading 
time, and win a 

free book of your choice!

Stories for Adults featuring 
Patrick Ball
Tuesday, March 5, 7:00 pm

An evening of 
Celtic harp and 
story. Patrick 
Ball is America’s 
premier 
brass strung 

Celtic harper and a renowned teller of 
Irish tales. For ages 16 and up. Tickets 
available beginning Feb. 1 at the Library 
Help Desk. $15 each or one ticket free 
with your valid MPL or PGPL card. 

Cooking with MEarth
Tuesday, March 19, 3:30 – 4:30 pm
3rd–5th graders learn how to make 
hands-on, healthy, and tasty snacks 
using fresh, seasonal fruits and 
veggies! Registration required.

Bilingual Storytime
Thursday, March 21, 10:30 am
Stories and songs in Spanish and 
English. Perfect for native speakers of 
any language. Ages 18 months-5 years.

Teen Gaming
Wednesdays, 2:00 – 3:30 pm
Fun for middle & highschoolers with 
board games & eGames.

Adult 3D Printing
Saturday, March 23, 2:00 – 3:30 pm

Use CAD 
software to 
create an 
object to print 
in 3D.

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

This is a selected list of Library programs and activities. Please check monterey.org/library for full details and more listings.
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Adult Craft Club
Sunday, February 3, 2:00 – 3:30 pm

Back by 
popular 
demand, 
beautiful puffy 
washi paper 
valentines.

Love Poems:  
A Celebration in Poetry
Sunday, February 10, 2:00 pm
Join performers Taelen Thomas and 
Patrice Vecchione for a rousing and 
reflective afternoon of poetry devoted 
to love. From Auden to Dickinson, 
from Neruda to Sexton, you’ll see 
poems come alive as never before!

Health Benefits of Dark 
Chocolate
Wednesday, February 20, 6:00 – 7:30 pm 
Lecture and tasting with Dr. Brian 
Ellinoy, PharmD.

14th Annual Chocolate & 
Wine Tasting Benefit
Friday, February 22, 7:00 – 9:00  pm

Join the Friends of the 
Library for the most 
delicious fundraiser 
in town. Sample a 
variety of wines, and 
a dazzling array of 
chocolate, sweet and 
savory. Beer garden, 

Balloon pop, and Silent auction. Must 
be 21 to attend. Tickets $40 or $45 at 
the door. Buy at the Library Help Desk 
or online at mplfriends.com.

https://www.monterey.org/library/


   

PLEASE GIVE TO THE MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY
YOU help us be extraordinary!

YOU give the gift of early literacy
to our youth.

YOU provide technology, databases and 
programs for student and workforce success.

YOU preserve local history and community 
memories for future generations.

 YOU provide a friendly community
gathering place for lifelong learning.

YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION
Name _____________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

City_________________________________ St______ Zip __________

Phone ____________________________________________________

Home Phone _______________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________

MAXIMIZE MY GIFT!
 My employer’s matching gift form is enclosed.

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE
 Please send information about gifts of stock, real estate or other assets.

LEAVE A LEGACY
 Please send me information about gifts through bequests or will.

I WANT TO SUPPORT LITERACY AND EDUCATION FOR ALL.

I want to give monthly:    $10   $15   $20   $25  Other _________

I want to make a one-time gift: 
 $1,000   $500   $250   $100   $50   $25   Other __________

I want my gift designated to one of the following Funds:
 *MPL Trust Fund (CURRENT NEEDS)    **MPL Endowment Fund 
(FUTURE NEEDS)   ***FRIENDS of the MPL (LIBRARY PROGRAMS)

 Please find my check enclosed.
Please charge my gift to my credit card.  VISA     MC     AMEX   

Card No._________________________________ Exp Date _________

Signature________________________________ CVV Code _________

I WANT TO SUPPORT FRIENDS OF THE MPL AND HELP WITH THEIR 
FUNDRAISING EFFORTS. I WANT TO HELP WITH THESE ACTIVITIES:
 Chocolate & Wine Tasting Benefit
 The Author Series         
 4th of July Book Sale 

 The Big Book Sale in December    
 Online Book Sales     

 Big Sur Half & International
 Marathons
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THANK YOU! California’s First Public Library.
Established 1849

MAIL DONATION TO
MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Development Office 
625 Pacific Street 
Monterey, CA  93940

Contact Sirie Thongchua, Fund Development Officer, at (831) 646-5632 or 
thongchu@monterey.org for questions or to assist you with a donation.

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO THE SPECIFIC FUND – MPL TRUST FUND, MPL  
ENDOWMENT FUND OR MPL FRIENDS. Contributions are tax deductible to the full extent 
of the law. *Monterey Public Library Trust Fund is a 170(c)(3) organization. Monterey Public 
Library Trust Fund is restricted for Library use only. The Library Board of Trustees allocates 
the use of the fund and principal may be expended. **MPL Endowment Fund, held at the 
Community Foundation for Monterey County is a 501(c)(3) organization, Tax ID #94-1615896. 
***The Friends of the Monterey Public Library is a 501(c)(3) organization, Tax ID #91-19765.

mailto:thongchu@monterey.org


Monterey Public Library
625 Pacific Street
Monterey, CA  93940

MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY   (831) 646-3933    MONTEREY.ORG/LIBRARY

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM @MONTEREYPUBLICLIBRARY

YOU are invited! Stay up to date with what’s going on 
at Monterey Public Library, and share what YOU’RE doing at the Library too. 

Tag us in your photos for your chance to be featured on our page.

#MONTEREYPUBLICLIBRARY

https://www.monterey.org/library/
https://www.instagram.com/montereypubliclibrary/
https://www.monterey.org/library



