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Award-winning storyteller 
and playwright Kevin Kling 
makes his Monterey debut on 
Tuesday, July 9th at 7:00 pm. 

Known for his popular commentaries  
on NPR’s All Things Considered, Kling’s 
tales range from the hilarious to the 
tender and his autobiographical stories 
are “as enchanting as they are true 
to life.” A Minneapolis native, Kling 
performs at storytelling festivals around 
the globe and has received awards and 
grants from the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the McKnight Foundation, 
and others.

September is National 
Library Card Sign Up 
Month—traditionally a 
time to remind parents 

and caregivers that a library 
card is a child’s most important 
school supply. We encourage 
everyone in the community to 
sign up for a card and learn more 
about the endless resources 
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STORIES FOR ADULTS 
FEATURING KEVIN KLING

GET CARDED

Monterey Public Library and Pacific Grove Public Library card holders are 
entitled to one free ticket. Additional tickets may be purchased for $15. This 
event is for ages 16 and up.

available to you 24/7! Schedule library staff to visit your organization’s next 
team meeting and we’ll provide free library cards on the spot! Help build an 
engaged, informed, and connected community with the power of a library 
card! To request a visit to your business or organization contact Inga Waite, 
Library Director at 831-646-5602 or waite@monterey.org. 

Alvarado Street Brewery staff show off their MPL cards



DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Summertime is the 
busiest time of year 
at the library and 
bookmobile. Children 

and teens receive prizes for 
reading, while fun, interactive 
activities are scheduled for 
all ages. The summer theme 
“It’s Showtime at Your Library” 
reminds me that providing 
library service is a lot like putting 
on a show. There are “actors” 
who staff the public desk and 
run events, and a “stage crew” 
who run operations behind the 
scenes. Staff provides the same 
friendly service year round. What 
you can’t see offstage is that 
public service staff levels are 
down by 30%. These vacancies 
will be filled in time. Meanwhile, 
staff are playing multiple roles. 
Please join me in applauding 
MPL staff members for their hard 
work and dedication.

—Inga Waite, Library Director

Your library card 
can help you get 
better grades, pass 
a test, or land a 

job. Log in to HelpNow at 
(tinyurl.com/helpnowmpl) 
with your card number from 
home or at the Library to 
connect with a live tutor 
for homework help. It’s free. 
Tutoring subjects include 
math, science, English, and 
social studies for grades K-12 
and college. Test preparation 

HELPNOW ONLINE LEARNING 

Monterey Public Library 
and Monterey Peninsula 
Unified School District 
have a new partnership. 

It’s called “Student Success.”  The 
goal is to put a library card in the 
hands of every student who attends 
school in Monterey. This spring 
we distributed 1,783 library cards 
at Monterey High, Colton Middle 
School, Foothill, La Mesa, and Monte 
Vista Elementary Schools. The 
card ensures free access to books, 
research databases, and online 
homework help in English and in 
Spanish. The initiative continues this 
fall with cards for new students and 

STUDENT SUCCESS 

BECAUSE
A LIBRARY CARD IS
THE MOST IMPORANT
SCHOOL SUPPLY 
OF ALL.

classroom visits from library staff. Studies show that students who use a 
library perform better in school. MPL and MPUSD share a commitment to 
student success!

(SAT, GED or Citizenship) is also 
available. Need help with your writing? You can upload a resume, cover 
letter, or school report and get feedback from a writing instructor. The 
lifelong learning module for adults includes live help with Microsoft 
Office products, career resources and more. Live help is available from 
3–10 pm daily in English or Spanish.



FRIENDS’ IN-KIND DONOR

4th OF JULY BOOK SALE

children's Books $.50 to $1
      Hardbacks $2      

Pap
Movies  $2

CDs per disc $1

Please join us on Pacific Street in front of Colton 
Hall immediately following the downtown parade.

FRIENDS OF THE 
MONTEREY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY

$35,000 DONATION TO SUPPORT 
PROGRAMS & MATERIALS

On April 10 the Friends of the Monterey 
Public Library contributed $35,000 for 
materials, (print, DVDs, eBooks) and 

programs including funds for Bookmobile events.

SPRING CAMPAIGN A SUCCESS: 
THANK YOU DONORS! 

Thanks to a group of wonderful supporters, 
the Friends raised $7,074.48 during their 
Spring Campaign which ran from March 29 

to April 30. Donors gave to the History Room and 
Archives Fund, Library Giving Day, and the Pizza My 
Heart dining event. $5,305 of the funds raised are 
designated for the California History Room  
and Archives.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Friends are looking for volunteers to help 
organize and sort materials for book sales. 
Contact Volunteer Coordinator Sarah Nolan 

(831) 646-3949 or Nolan@monterey.org.

Daughter of master 
watercolorist Rollin 

Pickford, Curator Melissa 
Pickford donates a 
framed painting by her 
father to the Chocolate 
& Wine Benefit every 
year. Rollin Pickford 
(1912 - 2010) was a 
nationally-recognized 

Read up
MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY

AMONG FRIENDS

California artist whose career included painting 
outdoors on the Monterey Peninsula. 



How long was the 
original 17-Mile 
Drive? Was it only 14 
miles as described 

in the Santa Cruz Sentinel on 
May 29, 1884? “Remember 
that on Saturday next the 
train of weekday excursionists 
pull out of the Santa Cruz 
depot…to spend seven hours 
in sightseeing, taking in the 
Hotel Del Monte, and if they 
engage teams, the Pacific 
Grove, the fourteen mile drive 
lately opened and the ancient 
Carmel Church.”

Or could it be 18 as the Pacific Rural Press described it less than a 
month later on June 21, 1884? “The picture is a part of the famous 18 
mile drive around Del Monte which was mentioned in the RURAL of 
May. Along this drive there are so many beautiful views that it would 
puzzle even an artist to make a selection.”

Perhaps it was truly 17 as the Los Angeles Herald noted on 
October 13, 1886: “The feature of special interest at Monterey is the 
celebrated seventeen mile drive, which the railroad people have 
created through the primeval forest. The play of light and shadow in 
the recesses of this glorious grove intoxicates the lover of nature by 
its ever changing, kaleidoscopic beauty.”

Or was the authoritative San Francisco Call correct in calling it 18 
on February 15, 1901? “The Eighteen Mile Drive. Whoever has not 
taken this wonderful drive from the Del Monte at Monterey, Cal., has 
missed an experience that should be enjoyed by every American and 
by every foreigner who visits America. There is nothing quite like it 
anywhere on the earth.”

Even the Hotel Del Monte used two names interchangeably for more 
than two decades. It advertised the Eighteen-Mile Drive in the early 
1900’s even though it had published a detailed description of the 
Seventeen-Mile Drive in its elaborate 1897 souvenir guest book.  

Join historical storyteller John Sanders on July 13 as he presents 
“Dawn of the Seventeen-Mile Drive,” a new perspective about the 
early years of this macadam roadway when it was considered to be 
“The Grandest Drive on the Continent.”

HISTORY LIVES AT THE LIBRARY

THE GRANDEST DRIVE ON THE CONTINENT

John Sanders, Historical Storyteller

Your gift to the Friends’ 
California History Room & 
Archives campaign in April 
helps preserve Monterey’s 

rich, storied past for present and 
future generations. The donation 
you made was doubled by an 
anonymous donor, raising $5,305 
for the California History Room & 
Archives (CHR). 

The funds will be used to digitize 
rare materials and back issues of 
the Monterey Peninsula Herald. 
We are also able to continue a 
subscription to Ancestry, a premier 
genealogy database. This valuable 
resource contains census records, 
vital records, family histories and 
much more, and is available to all 
customers visiting the Library.  

If you would like to receive a tour 
of the CHR, receive research advice 
on your project or discuss donating 
local materials to the collection 
please contact me to schedule  
an appointment.

Dennis Copeland, Manager 
Museums, Cultural Arts & Archives
(831) 646-3741
copeland@monterey.org

A THANK YOU 
TO HISTORY 
SUPPORTERS!



Help SUPPORT the 
Monterey Public Library  

NOW and for FUTURE 
GENERATIONS

CALL
(831) 646-5632

VISIT
MontereyLibraryForever.org

BE A PART OF YOUR  
LIBRARY’S FUTURE

YOUR GENEROSITY 
COUNTS

CREATE A 
L ASTING LEGACY

Many people may not realize 
that the City of Monterey 
does not provide the entire 
budget for the operation of 

the Library, and as a result we are always 
engaged in fund-raising activities in 
order to provide funding for programs 
such as Summer Reading, as well as for 
our Endowment—which is not used for 
ongoing programs, but rather to build a 
permanent capital base that generates 
continuous income.

We are also engaged in a study of the 
future of the Library and looking at 
what services and capabilities need to 
be expanded or created.

Our library has a very special resource, 
the California History Room. Monterey 
is where the State of California was born, and it is critical that we continue 
to preserve, protect, and provide access to scholars and researchers. The 
California History Room holds a wealth of information about our local 
history, where materials are kept in a temperature and humidity-controlled 
environment, and are carefully curated by Dennis Copeland, who is himself 
a precious resource. One major issue that we have is that we are nearly at 
capacity with our archival storage, and the lack of space creates difficulty in 
helping researchers with their projects. Many local families have accessed the 
History Room in researching their genealogy. Some of you may remember 
the “Shades of Monterey” project, where we asked residents to look in their 
photo albums and closets so that we could mount a photo exhibition that 
was very successful.

My dream is to raise money to one day create the California History Institute, 
which would expand the physical facilities as well as the research resources 
so that more precious gems can be collected from closets and basements, 
as well as purchase collections of old photographs and other historically 
significant artifacts.

Will you consider a donation to the Library Trust Fund or the Endowment Fund 
to help realize this dream? If you are interested in making a donation, please 
contact Sirie Thongchua at (831) 646-5632 or thongchu@monterey.org. 

I also want to thank everyone who has ever donated to the Library, whether 
it was a financial gift, historic photos, documents, artifacts, books, or other 
materials that you purchased and enjoyed and subsequently gave to the 
Library. Your giving and participation make a big difference!

FUNDING FOR THE FUTURE

MPL ENDOWMENT FUND            MONTEREYLIBRARYFOREVER.ORG

Give to the 
Monterey Public Library
ENDOWMENT FUND

Endowment Fund
MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Ralph Widmar
Library Board of Trustees, Endowment Fund Chair
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Bilingual Storytime
Thursday, September 5 & 19, 10:30 am

Connect with your little one through 
stories and songs in Spanish and 
English designed to build bilingual 
early literacy skills. 18 months–5 years. 

History Lecture on Steinbeck
Saturday, September 7, 2:00 pm

Join us for a lively talk on John 
Steinbeck by Dr. David Wrobel, visiting 
scholar at the Steinbeck Center and 
President of the Western History 
Association. For adults.

Adult Craft Club
Sunday, September 8, 2:00 pm

Make a double 
pocket mini gift 
holder. It’s the perfect 
way to give tea and a 
cookie, or many other 
small items.

Library Card Drive – 
Happy Hour
Wednesday, September 25 

Show your library card at Alvarado 
Street Brewery & Grill the last 
Wednesday of the month and 10%  
of your bill goes to the Library. No 
card? Staff will be there from 3–6 pm 
to sign you up.

Teen Gaming
Every Wednesday from 2:00–4:00 pm 

Bring your favorite tabletop and 
electronic games for nothing but 
playtime! For middle & high-schoolers.

JULY  AUGUST SEPTEMBER

This is a selected list of Library programs and activities. Please check monterey.org/library for full details and more listings.
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Herbal Tasting with Dr. 
Kristan Roth, L.Ac.
Monday, August 5, 6:00 pm

Join Master 
Herbalist, 
Acupuncturist and 
Alchemist Kristan 
Roth on a journey 
of discovery where 
we gather and 
taste herbs, get to 

know their flavors, temperatures, and 
personalities. For adults. Reservations 
required. Call (831) 646-3933.

Baby Rhyme Time
Fridays, starting August 16, 10:30 am

Nursery rhymes and gentle games 
followed by play time. 0–18 months.

Literary Circle
Monday,  
August 26, 6:30 pm 

Read Before We 
Were Yours by Lisa 
Wingate and join a 
friendly discussion. 
Newcomers 
welcome. For adults.

3D Printing Workshop
Tuesday, August 27, 4:00 – 5:30 pm 

Learn to use CAD software and print 
a 3D object you designed! For grades 
5–12. Registration required. Call  
(831) 646-3933.

Dawn of the 17-Mile Drive
Saturday, July 13, 2:00 pm 
Learn about Victorian era carriage 
excursions along “the grandest drive 
on the continent” with historical 
storyteller John Sanders. 

Access to Medical Care 
Monday, July 15, 6:00 pm 

Dr. Stephanie 
Taylor, M.D., Ph.D. 
discusses common 
problems with the 
structure of modern 
healthcare delivery 
and offers solutions. 
Reservations 

required. Call (831) 646-3933.

Community Open Mic
Sunday, July 21, 2:00 pm

Share your creative talents! Sing, 
dance, recite and more. Everyone is 
welcome from novices to experienced 
performers. Sign up early. All ages. 

Teen Cosplay Ball
Thursday, July 25, 2:00 pm

Dress as characters from your favorite 
books, movies, and games For Middle 
& High School students. 

Summer Reading Final Party
Wednesday, July 31, 6:00pm

Celebrate your summer of reading 
with a party at the Monterey Beach 
House, 285 Figueroa Street. For 
children and families.



   

PLEASE GIVE TO THE MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY
YOU help us be extraordinary!

YOU give the gift of early literacy
to our youth.

YOU provide technology, databases and 
programs for student and workforce success.

YOU preserve local history and community 
memories for future generations.

YOU provide a friendly community
gathering place for lifelong learning.

YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name __________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City_________________________________ St______ Zip _______________

Phone _________________________________________________________

Home Phone ____________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________

MAXIMIZE MY GIFT!
 My employer’s matching gift form is enclosed.

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE
 Please send information about gifts of stock, real estate or other assets.

LEAVE A LEGACY
 Please send me information about gifts through bequests or will.

I WANT TO SUPPORT LITERACY AND EDUCATION FOR ALL.

I want to give monthly:    $10   $15   $20   $25  Other _____________

I want to make a one-time gift: 
 $1,000   $500   $250   $100   $50   $25   Other _____________

I want my gift designated to one of the following Funds:

 *MPL Trust Fund (CURRENT NEEDS)    **MPL Endowment Fund 
(FUTURE NEEDS)   ***FRIENDS of the MPL (LIBRARY PROGRAMS)

 Please find my check enclosed.
Please charge my gift to my credit card.  VISA     MC     AMEX   

Card No.____________________________________ Exp Date _________

Signature __________________________________  CVV Code _________

I WANT TO SUPPORT FRIENDS OF THE MPL AND HELP WITH THEIR 
FUNDRAISING EFFORTS. I WANT TO HELP WITH THESE ACTIVITIES:

 Chocolate & Wine Tasting Benefit
 The Author Series         
 4th of July Book Sale 

 The Big Book Sale in December    
 Online Book Sales     

 Big Sur Half & International
 Marathons
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THANK YOU! California’s First Public Library.
Established 1849

MAIL DONATION TO
MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Development Office 
625 Pacific Street 
Monterey, CA  93940

Contact Sirie Thongchua, Fund Development Officer, at (831) 646-5632 or 
thongchu@monterey.org for questions or to assist you with a donation.

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO THE SPECIFIC FUND – MPL TRUST FUND, MPL 
ENDOWMENT FUND OR MPL FRIENDS. Contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the 
law. *The Monterey Public Library Trust Fund is a 170(c)(3) organization. The Monterey Public Library 
Trust Fund is restricted for Library use only. The Library Board of Trustees allocates the use of  
the fund and principal may be expended. **The MPL Endowment Fund is held at the Community  
Foundation for Monterey County and is a 501(c)(3) organization, Tax ID #94-1615896. ***The Friends 
of the Monterey Public Library is a 501(c)(3) organization, Tax ID #91-19765.



Monterey Public Library
625 Pacific Street
Monterey, CA  93940

MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY   (831) 646-3933    MONTEREY.ORG/LIBRARY

SUMMER FUN

IT’S SHOWTIME
AT YoUR LIBRARY

Celebrate All the Great Reading  
You Did This Summer

FINAL PARTY 
Wednesday, July 31

Monterey 
Beach House

6:00pm – 8:00pm

Food • Games
Entertainment

Funded by the Friends through Monterey County Gives!

Fill Up for Fines!
July 1-31

DonatDonate approe approvved need new schoolw school
supplies fsupplies for the Unitor the United Wed Waay'sy's
StufStuff the Bus cf the Bus campaign, andampaign, and
wwe'll we'll waivaive all fines* on ye all fines* on yourour
LibrLibrarary acy acccount!ount!

*not applicable to replacement fees
for lost or damaged items

Monterey Public Library
625 Pacific Street
Monterey, California 93940 | (831) 646-3933
www.monterey.org/library


